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Vocal Music Department

September 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian of a Choral Musician,

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year!   We’re so glad your child is participating in our choral
ensembles.  For many student musicians, it has been a long time since singing in traditional choral
rehearsal has been possible.  For some, this school year may be the very first time they are singing
alongside their peers.   No matter what experience your child is bringing with them into our choral
classroom, we are excited to begin a new chapter of music making together.

Choral singing is a team effort.  Every unique voice contributes to the sound and quality of the
ensemble.  In our rehearsals, we will be focusing on how each singer in our chorus can develop as an
individual musician while becoming part of that larger whole.  Areas of musicianship we will explore
this year include:

● Vocal Pedagogy (How do we sing?)
● Musical Literacy (How do we read and write music?)
● Ensemble Skills (How do we work together to make music?)
● Style (How do we connect to music from different cultures, settings and times?)
● Artistry (How do we express meaning in music?)

Part of successfully making music as an ensemble is reliant on the culture and safety of the
environment.  As such, we would like to assure you that we will be adhering to the best practices and
safety guidelines established by our school district. Current guidelines for appropriate spacing dictate
that students will be singing while masked, at a distance of 3 feet.  As guidance may change over the
course of the school year, we will continue to adjust our rehearsal practices and maintain an open line
of communication.

Finally, as an integral part of ensemble music making is presenting live concerts, we are looking
forward to the return of live, in-person concerts here at SMS!  We will keep you informed about how
and when these concerts will be held as the school year progresses.

Thank you, and if you have any questions, please contact either Mr. Boniello or Mrs. Lazere.
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